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News of the Week.
IA ST.

Dnden, Freres & Co., New York, lace im-

porters, are charged with having, during a
long series of years, carried on a systematic
courso of swindling on the revenue depart-
ment. Their house in that city was established
about 1858. Their principal house is in Brus-
sels, and they have branch houses in Notting-
ham, London, St. rotersburgh, San Francisco,
and New York. Richard Muser and Frederick
Manor carry on the bnsiues in New York, and
Otto Muser manages the San Francisco house.
According to the affidavits the penalties will
roach the enormous sum of .2,500,000. It is
alleged that this house is trying to form itself
into a joint stock company so as to evade part
ef the liability.

When Walworth donned the prison uni-
form at Sing Sing, he remarked : " I have
gained seten pound in clothes since I came
here. I feel now like engaging in a base ball
match." Ho remarked of the handcuffs which
linked him to Gillen, the wife-murder-

" They are the starchiest cuffs I ever wore."
Philadelphia The mint is engaged in

vast quantities of light gold coins.
Since January 1, some twenty-thre- e million
dollars' worth have been melted, and ton mil-
lions more will bo received this week. Orders
for tho new trado dollars will be filled in the

arly part of next week.
The total amount to bo raised by taxes,

this year in New York city, is slightly in excess
of $27,000,000, of which .f 10,700,000 are re-
quired for city purposes, and .10,300,000 for
state purposes.

WEST.
A band of 200 Arizona Indians has crossed

tho lino and entered Chihuahua to spoil the
Mexicans. Captain Jack and his companions
in confinement are reported to be growing wan
and weak from their imprisonment. The
number of Modoc captives has been increased
by the surrender of three more braves with
their women and children. Lieut. Babcock of
tho fifth cavalry who was sent in pursuit of the
murderers of Lieut. Almy, in Arizona, over-
took them iu the mountains and compelled an
engngement. killed fourteen and captured six.

The railroad valuation of Ohio lias iu- -
cre ased nearly eleven millions during 1,he last

Tho board of equalization fixed the
value of railroad property last year at i?08,-312,0- 4.

and this year at is7!,213,550.
Shipments of Texas cattle east from Wa-chit- a,

Ellsworth, and other points in Kansas,
have commenced. Thare are 0000 head at
Wachita, and 150,000 head on tho way to that
point from Texas. According to official rail-
road reports there is also a large number at
Ellsworth, and small droves elsewhere.

Tho question of tho terminus of the
Northern Pacific railroad continues to excite
the people of Tuget sound, Washington terri-
tory, and Portland, Oregon. The town of
Seattle, Washington torritory, offers, by way
of inducement, a donation of land and a sub-
scription of money already amounting to s?l,-- 0

0.0C0. The town of Tacaraa offers the con-

trol of its entire water front and a largo tract
of land. In case Seattle does not get the tr

a responsible party agrees to build,
equip and put in running oruer a branch
from Seattlo, to connect with the Northern
Pacific near Tacawa by tho 1st of January, at
or for a loss amount than that pledged to tho
company by Seattle.

The gain to California's population by all
routes of travel, during tho last six months,
is twenty-fou- r thousand four hundred and six-

teen ; twelve thousand from China and Japan.

GENERA L INTELLIGENCE.
Upon the question made by Mr. Orton,

president of tho Western Union telegraph
company, tho attorney-gener- al has decided
that upon lines of telegraph .'oporating under
the t of July2Uh, lSliO, officers and agents
of tho different departments of the govern-
ment may telegraph each other upon official
business at rates fixed by tho postmaster-genera- l.

The attorney-genera- l has decided that the
fiftoon per cent, increase of compensation of
employees of tho senate and house of repre-
sentatives, as provided for by tho act of March
3, 173, applies only-t- those employed during
the 42d congress, and does not apply to per-
sons whoso employment in that capacity com-
menced after tho 4th of March, 1873.

Illinois has G.53G miles of railway service,
tho largest amount of any of tho United
States. Ohio is next, with 4,877 miles, and
New York is third. Massachusetts has about
1,700 miles. None of tho other Now England
states have as many as 1,000 miles. Tho total
railway service of the country is 63,514 miles,
an increase of 5,003 miles during the past year.

Under tl.o law which congress passed to
refund the duties on certain imported articles
which actually entered into tho construction
of buildings in tho burned district in Chicago,
the treasury has paid a drawback of nearly
$250,000 to the importers or actual consumers
of tho articles. Thirty thousana dollars have
been paid since congress adjourned. This is
very largely iu excess of tho estimate made at ;

the timo the law was passed. The secretary
of the treasury has paid to the board of public
works $4fiu.00O, ouo half of tho appropriation
mado by the last congress for continuing im-
provement s around prb'ie grounds.

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.
A Havana letter states that two entireSpanish regiments are in revolt tl.

captain-genera- l. Several Spanish camps in
Puerto Principe have been withdrawn, and the
forts in the northern seetiou of the island are
being abandoned by the Spaniards. '

T,lie permanent retirement of Bismarck
from the Prussian cabinet, as announced some
months a'o, is on tho evo of accomplishment
Tho prince has taken prepartory steps for his
withdrawal. Ho will retain tho German chan- -
celWhip. You Balen, it is reported will bo
minister of foreign affairs.

-- It is reported that tho French government
has under consideration the question of call- -
ing a congress of representatives of the groat
powers in Paris, to discuss tho terms of the
new commercial treaty.

Palis The second instalment of two hun- -
dred and fifty million francs of thelast inUlard
of the war indemnity was delivered to the
German treasury on the 5th. There now re--
mains due to Germany but five huunred mil- -
lion francs, which, in accordance with the
treaty signed at Berlin on tho 15th or March
last, is to be paid by the 5th of September
mil

Salvador Cisneras has lieeu chosen presi-

dent of the Cuban republic, Cespcdt H having
resigned. The federal republicans of Cuba
have published a manifesto urging the union
of all parties, and calling on the insurgents in
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the name ot the captain-gener- al and the re-

public to lay down their arms and enjoy the
benefits of republican government. The re- -
publicaiiH have appointed a committee to go to
Madrid and represent them before the govern-
ment and cortes.

A special from the Ilaue to the Tall Mall
Gazette denies that any nettlement has
been made between the Dutch and the Achee-nes- e.

In the States-Gener- al of Holland, July
2d, the colonial minister announced t'.iat all
the supplies requisite for the equipment of the
second expedition against Atcheen have been
furnished. lie added that no negotiations
with the sultan Of Atcheen were pending, as
had been reported in public prints ; but it was
not improbable that they might be opened
through the intermediary ofiices of a friendly
Rajah. The government of Holland was will-

ing to conclude an honorable peace, but the
reported conditions of settlement were wholly
inadmissible.

The government at Madrid has decided to
employ every resource to crash the Carlists.
Bounties are offered for soldiers, and if this
does not succeed, the government will appeal
to the patriotism of the country tc supply
combatants against the Carlists stating frank-
ly the situation and means of saving Spain.
The proposed constitution for a federal re-

public divides Spain into eleven states, Cuba,
etc., being made territories. Each state is to
elect four senators, and deputies are to bo
chosen by the people. The president is limi-
ted to one term of four years. The cortes are
to hold two sessions each year, and members
are to receive salaries. The vigorous mea-
sures taken by the government have prevented
the declaration of independence, which the

were intending to isiuc at
Barcelona.

A dispatch from Bombay gives intelligence
of a rising among the Hindoo peasants in the
district of Poonah. They refuse to pay rents,
and have plundered and burned several
houses. Two bands have been dispersed by
the police.

Birmingham and Wolverhampton journals
express alarm at the decrease of orders for
hardware from America, and at the remark-
able development of the trade in the United
States, whose manufacturers are supplanting
those of England iu the colonies and South
America.

London An advertisement appears call-

ing a meeting of all persons who have claims
against the United States, which aroo after
the terminal date fixed in the treaty of Wash-
ington, for the purpose of taking joint action
for the advancement of their interests.

Snake-Charme- r.

The most charming snake-charm- er is
Mrs. M., whom an inquirer, "not very
much afraid of snakes," has been kind-

ly allowed to interview. Mr. M., who
received the visitor, after remarks nit-
on the weather, produced out of a cup- -

boartl a large boa-constrict- a python,
and several small snakes, which n t once
made themselves at home on the writin-

g-table, among pens, inks aud !ooks.
Interviewer was a good deal startled,
when the two large snakes coiled round
and round Mr. M., and began to notice
himself with their bright eyes and
forked tongues. Mr. M. then went to
call Mrs. M., leaving him alone with
the boa deposited on an arm-chai- r. He
felt queer when the animal began gradu-
ally to come near him, to improve their
tcte-a-tct- e, but was soon relieved by the
entrance of his hosts, followend by two
little children, charming and charmers
also. The lady and the children went
at once to to the boa, and calling it by
the most endearing names allowed it to
twine itself most gracefully round about
them. This r, as thick
round as a small tree, twined playfully
round the lady's waist and neck,. form-

ing a kind of turban round her head,
and expected to be petted and made
much of like a kitten. The children
over and over again took its head in
their bauds and kissed its mou!h,
pushing aside its forked tongue iu do-

ing so. "Everyone to his taste," as
the olA man said when he kissed the
cow. The animal seemed much pleased,
but kept continually turning its head
toward interviewer, until ho allowed it
for a moment to nestle its head upon
his sleeve. This splendid serpent coiled
all round Mrs. M., while she moved
about tho room and when she stood up
to pour out coffee.

About a year ago Mr. and Mrs. M.
were away for six weeks, and left the.

boa in charge of the keeper at the Zi o.
The poor reptile moped, slept, and re-

fused to be comforted ; but, when his
master and mistress appeared, he
sprang upon them with delight, coiling
himself round them, and showing every
symtom of intense delight. The ch il-

dren are devoted to their "darling
Cleo," as they call the snake, and smiled
when interviewer asked if they were
ever frightened by it.

Interviewer's conclusion. It is mere
prejudice, when snakes are not veno-

mous, to abhor them as we do. They
are intelligent and harmless, perfect ly
clean, with no sort of smell, make no
kind of noise, and move alout far more
gracefully than lap-dog- s or other pets.
These seemed yery obedieut, and re-

mained in their cupboard when told to
Jo so. All the Year J x omul.

A Blunder.

Another fatal blunder by a drug clerk
is reported. A man who had a discus
8;ou Hl,out fanily matters with his wife,
and came out second nest, threatened
to commit suicide, and went out to a

'drugstore and asked for twenty-liv- e

cents worth of st rychnine. The ignorant
drug clerk, iustead of putting up poison
gaye him some hnmles8 drug in mistake,

.
W labelled it strychnine,
Tlie man took lfc home, gulped it down

' m the presence of hin wife, and then
threw himself on the lounge to die. His

j wifo instead of running for a physician
i and a stomach pump, waited until she,thonght Le 1 d then com- -

mencel to rille his pockets for his loose
change. He was on his feet in an

' instant, and instead of dying he made it
very lively for his better-hal- f for about

minute8 ; ami then he threatened to
get a shot gun and shoot the drug clerk,
aud his wife said if he didn't she would.
And now discord and such things dwell
in that house, all on account of a blun- -

dering drug clerk.
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A REVOLUTIONARY REMINISCENCE.

Here's tbe spot. t, ok arouutl you. Above ou the
hiIit

Lay tbe Hessians encamped. By that church on
the riiit

Stood the t!unt Jersey farmers. And here ran a
wall-Y- on

may dig anywhere and you'll turn tip a ball.
Nothing more. Grasses sprint;, waters run, flowers

blow
Pretty much as they did ninety-thre- e years ago.

Nothing more, did I say ? Stay one moment ;
you've heard

Of Caldwell, the parson, who once preached the
Word

Down at Springfield ? What. No? Come that's
bad ; why, he had

All the Jerseys arlame ! And they gave him the
name

Of the " rebel high priest." He stuck in their
Roree.

For he loved the Lord God, aud he hated King
George !

ne had cause, yon might say ! When the Hessians,
that day,

Harched up with Knjphausen, they stopped on
their way

At the " Farms," where his wife, with a child in
her anus,

Sat alono in the house. How it happened none
knew

lint God, and that one of the hireling crew
Who tired the shot ! Enough ! there she lay
And Caldwell, the chaplain, her husband, away !

Did he preach, did he pray? Think of him, as you
stand

By the old church to-d- ay ; think of him and that
band

Of militant plough-boy- s ! Bee the smoke and the
heat

Of the reckless advance ; of the straggling tetreat!
Keep the ghost of that wife, foully slain, iu your

view
Aud what ould you, what should you, what would

you do ?

Why, just what he did ! They were left iu the
lurch

For the want of more wadding. He rau to the
church,

liroke the door, stripped the pews, and dashed out
in the road

With his arms full of hymn-book- s, and threw down
his load

At their feet ' Then, above all the shouting aud
shots.

Hang his voice ; ,;Put Watts into 'em, boys, give 'em
Watts !"

And they did. This is all. Grasses spring, flow-
ers blow

Pretty much as they did ninety-thre-e years ago.
You may dig anywhere and you'll turn up a ball
But not always a hero like this and that's all.

lirct Harlc.

VENTRILOQUISM.
Tlie History and Peculiarities of tlie Art.

It was supposed for many years, and
eminent physiologists gave countenance
to the theory, that some peculiarity in
the conformation of the larynx was re-

quisite for ventriloquism, or at least
that it was accomplished by processes
essentially different from those adopted
in ordinary speaking or singing ; but it
has been demonstrated that the yocal
organs of the ventriloquist are the
same as those of other men, nor is his
use of them materially different from
that of others. For success in the ex-

ercise of his art, he requires only keen
perceptions, an ear delicately attuned
to the variations of sound produced by
distance or direction, and a strongly
developed mimetic faculty. The voeal
organs possess the power of imitating,
under skillful training, all the sounds
of animate or inanimate life, and iu
such a way as to represent them as
heard at greater or less distance and
from different directions. The ventrilo-
quist is well aware that no one of our
senses is more easily deceived than our
hearing, because in listening to sounds
we judge of their remoteness by com-

paring theni with other, sounds whose
distance we are familiar with, and de-

termine their distance by an arbitrary
and often incorrect estimate of their
relative volume at the place of their
supposed emission, a standard which
must often be faulty.

The uncertainty Avith regard to the di-

rection of sound i3 the foundation of
the art of ventriloquism. If we placed
ten men iu a row at such a distance
from us that they are included in the
angle within which we cannot judge of
the direction of sound, and, if on a
calm day, each of them speaks in suc-
cession, we shall not be able with closed
eyes to determine from which of the ten
men any of the sounds proceed, and we
shall be incapable of perceiving that
there is any difference in the direction
of the sounds emitted by the two outer-
most. If a man and a child are placed
within the same angle, and if the man
speaks with tho accent of a child, with-
out any corresponding motion in his
mouth and face, we shall neccessarily
believe that his voice comes from the
child ; nay, if the child is so distant
from the man that the voice actually ap-

pears to us to come from the man, we
shall still continue to believe that the
child is tho speaker ; and th;s convic-
tion would require additional strength
if the child favored the deception by
accommodating its features and gestures
to the words spoken by the man.

The ventriloquist utters the sound
with tho effect it would have upon the
hearer's ear if it had really traversed
the distance he designs it to represent,
reducing its loudness, softening some-
what its quality or tone, and if it is iu
words, obscuring a little the consonate
sounds, while retaining unaltered the
pitch and duration. In doing this he
modifies the tones of his voice by vary-
ing the position of the tongue and the
soft palate, dilating or contracting the
mouth or pharynx, and eithr dividing
the buccal and pharyngeal cavities into
several compartments or throwing them
into one. This is done without move-
ment of the lower jaw and with but
slight motions of the lips. Usually the
ventriloquist stands so as to give only a
prolific view of his face, unless at a dis-
tance from his audience, and thus has
greater opportunity of concealing any
slight motions of the facial muscles. In
most cases, too, and comparatively remote
voice is a falsetto, this being more with-
in the command of the performer with-
out perceptible facial movement than
he natural tones. Some of the great
est ventriloquists, however, have never
practised any concealment, but stand
face to face with their audiences. M.
Alaxandre, M. St. Gille and Louis de
Brabant, we are informed, apparantly
did not move their lips or the muscles
of their faces.

Ventriloquism loses its distinctive
character if its imitations are not per
formed by a voici from the belly. The
voice, indeed, does not come from that
region ; but when the ventriloquist ut
ters sounds from the larynx without
moving his face, he gives them strength
by a powerful action of the abdominal

muscles. Hence he speakfi by means of
his belly, although the throat is the
real source from which the sounds pro-
ceed. The effort in every case is so
great that the exercise of ventriloquism
for any considerable length of time is
very fatiguing, and occasions frequent
coughing on the part of the performer.

The influence over the human mind
which the ventriloquist derives from the
skillful practice of his art is greater
than which is exercised by any other
species of conjurer. The ordinary ma
gician requires the theater, his accoin
plices and the instruments of art, and
he enjoys but a local sovereignty within
the prescincts of his own magic circle.
The ventriloquist, on the contrary, has
the supernatural always in command.
In the open fields as well as in the
crowded city, in the private apartment,
as well as in the public hall ; he can
summon up innumerable spirits ; and
though the persons of his fictitious dia-

logue are not visible to tho eye, yet
they are unequivocally present to the
imagination of his auditors, as if they
had been shadowed forth in the silence
of a spectral form.

Mr. Daugald Stewart, in some re-

marks upon the subject of ventrilo-
quism, has stated severel instances in
which deceptions of thi3 kind were very
frequent. He mentions having seen a
person who, by counterfeiting the ges-

ticulations of a performer on the violin,
while he imitated the music with his
voice, rivited the eyes of his audience
upon the instrument, though every
sound they heard proceeded from his
mouth. He tells also of another person
who imitated the whistling of the wind
through a narrow cihnk, and who often
practiced the deception in the coiner of
a coffee-house- . He declares that he sel-

dom failed to see some of the company
rise to examine the tightness of the win-

dows, while others more intent on their
newspapers, contented themselves with
putting on their hats and buttoning
their coats. Mr. Stewart likewise men-
tions an exhibition formerly common in
Europe, where a performer on the stage
displayed the dumb show of singing
with his lips and eyes and gestures,
while another person, unseen, supplied
the music with his voice. The deceji-tio- n

in this case he found to b 2 so com
plete as to impose upon the nicest ear
and the quickest eye ; but in the pro-
gress of the entertainment he became
distinctly sensible of the imposition,
and sometimes wondei-- e : that it should
have misled him for a moment. In this
case there can be no doubt that the de-

ception was at first the work of the im
agination and was not sustained by the
acoustic principle. The real and
the mock singer were too distant ;

and when the influence of the on

agination subsided, the true
of the sound was discovered.

One of the most remarkable ventrilo-
quists that ever lived was M. St. Gille
of St. Germain en Lave, France, whose
performances have been recorded by
the abbe de la Chapelle. Once, when
overtaken by a storm, St. Gille took
shelter in a neighboring convent, where
tbe monks were in deep mourning over
the recent death of a much esteemed
member of their community. "While
lamenting over the tomb of their de-

ceased brother the slight honors which
had been paid to his memory, a voice
was suddenly heard to issue from the
roof of the choir, bewailing the condi-
tion of the deceased in purgatory, and
reproving the brotherhood for want of
zeal. The tidings of the extraordinary
event brought the entire fraternity to
the church i The voice from above re-

peated its lamentations and reproaches,
and the whole company fell upon their
face and vowed to make reparation for
their error. They accordingly chanted
in full choir a de profimdis, during the
intervals of which the spirit of the de-

parted monk expressed his satisfaction
at their pious exercises. The prior af-

terward inveighed against modern skep-
ticism on the subject of apparitions,
and St. Gille had great difficulty in
convincing the fraternity that the whole
thing was a deception.

Another famous ventriloquist was
Louis de Brabant, at one time valet de
chambre to Francis I. Rejected by the
parents of a very rich heiress as an un-

suitable match for their daughter,
Louis, ou the death of the father, paid
a visit to the widow ; and, as soon as
he entered the room, the voice of her
deceased husband was heard thus to
address her: "Give my daughter in
marriage to Louis Brabant ; he is a man
of fortune and character, and I endure
the pains of purgatory for having re-

fused her to him. Obey this admoni-
tion, and give repose to the soul of
your departed husband." Of course
the widow complied. But Brabant's
difficulties were not yet overcome, He
wanted money to defray the wedding
expenses, and resolved to work on the
fears of an old banker, M. Coruu of Ly-
ons, who had amassed immense wealth
by usuty and extortion. Having ob-

tained an evening interview, he con-

trived to tutu the conversation to the
subject of departed spirits and ghosts.
During an interval of silence, the voice
of the miser's deceased father was heard,
complaining of his situation in purgato-
ry, and calling loudly upon his son to
rescue him from his sufferings, by ena-blei- ng

Brabant to redeem the Christians
at that time enslaved by the Turts. Not
succeeding on the first occasion, Bra
bant was compelled to make a second
visit to the inis r, when he enlisted,
not only the father, but all his de
ceased relations, in the appeal ; and in
this way he obtained a thousand crowns
for the purpose of liberating the Chris
tian captives. When Cornu was at last
undeceived, it is said that he died of
sheer vexation aud mortification.

It may be remarked, as rather an odd
circumstance, that there have been very

IUT7T T THPTTVTJO U 11 i II i lPi L 11 .

TENNESSEE, JULY

few female ventriloquists, and these
have al manifested a deficiency of
power. Only one ever attained any
considerable celebrity, ard even her
name is unknown. She lived in Am
sterdam in the sixteenth century, and is
referred to incidentally by writers of
that period as possessing a remarkable
gift. The art seems to be known even
by the savage races. We have authen
tic accounts of its practice in the most
expert manner by the Esquimaux, some
of whom are rejiorted to have produced
extraordinay acoustic effects by this
means ; and it is quite certain that ven-
triloquism is known among the African
negroes. It is upon record that a re-

cently imported negro in the island of
St. Thomas, in the last century, was
burned alive as a sorcerer for having
caused voices to emanate from inani-
mate objects, such as earthen vessels,
walking-stick- s, statues, etc.

Tom Paine.
Mr. James Parton's paper on "The

Presidential election of 1800," in the
Atlantic Monthly f-- r July, contains the
following picture of Thomas Paine and
his abode in Paris after the American
war : " Mr. Jefferson's letter found him
the occupant of ' a little dirty room,
containing a small wooden table and
two chairs.' An old English friend,
who visited him not long after he re-

ceived it, describes Paine's abode,
which he had much trouble to find, as
being the dirtiest apartment he ever
sat down in. ' The chimney hearth was
a heap of dirt,' he adds: 'there was
not a sjteck of cleanliness to be seen.
Three shelves were filled with paste-
board boxes, each labeled after the
manner of a minister of foreign affairs,
" Correspondance Britannique, Fran-caise- ,"

etc. In one corner of the room
stood several huge bars of iron, curiously
shaped, and two large trunks ; opposite
tho fireplace, a board covered with
pamphlets and journals, having more the
appearance of a dresser in a scullery
than a sideboard. " The occupant of
this doleful room, then sixty-fiv- e years
of age, soon came down stairs dressed
in a long flannel gown, and wearing in
his haggard face an expression of the
deepest melancholy. His conversation
showed that he was in full sympathy
with the little band of Frenchmen
whom Bonaparte had not dazzled out
of their senses. He had dared even to
translate and print Jefferson's inaugeral
address, ' by way of contrast,' as he
said, ' with the government of the first
consul.' But he had lost all hope of
France. 'This is not a country,' he
said, ' for an honest man to live in :

they do not understand anything at all
of the principles of free government.
and the best way is to leave them to
themselves. You see, they have con
quered all Uurope only to make it more
miserable than it was before. Repub-
lic ! Do you call this a republic ?

.Why, they are worse off than the slaves
at Constantinople ; for there they ex-

pect to be bashaws in heaven by submit
ting to be slaves here below. But here
they believe neither in heaven nor hell,
and yet are slaves to choice ! I know
of no republic in the world except
America, which is the only country for
such men as you and me. I have done
with Europe and its slavish politics.'
He gae his visitor Mr. Jefferson's let
ter to read, and said he meant soon to
avail himself of its offer. ' It wotild
be a curious circumstance,' he added,
laughing, ' if I should hereafter be sent
as secretary of legation to the English
court which outlawed niP; What a
hubbub it would create at the king's
levee to see Tom Paine presented by the
American embassador ! All the bish-

ops and women would faint away. His
guest frankly told him that the course
of events had caused him to change his
principles. Paine's answer was, ' You
certainly have the right to do so ; but

HI 11 i f ilyou cannot alter tne nature 01 imngs.
The French have alarmed all honest
men ; but still, truth is truth.' Poor
Paine ! His errors were, for the most
part, those of his age, and they were
aggrivated by his circumstances, his de-

fective education iind the ardor of his
temperament. But his merits, which
were real and not small, were peculiarly
his own. He loved the truth for its
own sake ; and he stood by what he
conceived to be the truth when all the
the world around him reviled it. That
hasty pamphlet of his which he named
The Age of Reason, written to alleviate
the tedium of his Paris prison, differs
from other deistical works only in being
bolder and honester. It contains not a
position which Franklin, John Adams,
Jefferson and Theodore Parker would
have dissented from ; and, doubtless,
he spoke the truth when he declared
his main purpose in writing it was to
inspire mankind with a more exalted

idea of the supreme architect of the
universe.' I think his judgment must
have been inspired before he could have
consented to publish. so inadequate a

performance. In a remarkably convi-

vial age, he sang a very good song, and
olten favored a jovial company, after
dinner, with ditties of his own composi-

tion. This ever-welco- talent joined
to the vivacity of mind which naturally
expands itself in agreeable conversation,
made him in his best days the delight
of his circle, and lured him, perhaps,
into habits that prevented his rqening
into happiness and wisdom ; for no man
can attain welfare who does not obey
the physical laws of its being. It be
comes us, however, to deal charitably
with the faults of a benefactor, who
wrote The Crisis and Common Sense,
who conceived the planing-machin- e and
the iron bridge. A glorious monument
in his honor swells aloft in many of onr
great towns. The principle of his arch
now sustains the marvelous railroad de-

pots that half alolish the distinction
between indoors and out."

18, 1873

HUMOROUS.

Sic transit That across the ocean.
Whex Shakespeare wrote about pa-

tience on a monument, did he refer to
doctors' patients? No. How do you
know he didn't? Because you always
find them under a monument.

A new terror is added to dreams as
the picnic season approaches. What
awful visions of piles of ham-sandwich- es

to be made, and legions of lost spoons
haunt the slumbers of women.

A man who fell into a vat of boiling
lard and got out alive, says it was not
an unpleasant sensation after the first
moment, but he thought what a mighty
queer-shape- d doughnut he would make.

A fashionable young lady accidently
dropped one of her false eyebrows in
her opera-bo- x the other evening, and
greatly frightened her beau, who, on
seeing it, thought it was his mustache.

A young man who prided himself on
his mental qualifications, once speaking
of the advantages of these, remarked,
" What is better than a good educa
tion ?" " Common sense, you fool
you," quickly responded one of his
hearers.

A Portland man was caught fishing
for trout on another man's land the
other day ; the owner remonstrated, but
retired in silence before the majestic
answer; "Who wants to catch your
trout ? I'm only trying to drown this
worm."

Two little girls were lately prattling
together, and one of them said, "We
keep four servants, have got six horses,
and lots of carriages ; now what have
you got ?" With quite as much pride,
ine otner answerea. " we ve cot a
skunk under our barn."

A yottxg lady teacher in a Lawrence
Sunday-schoo- l caught a boy smiling
last Sunday. Said she : " What are
you smiling at, Johnny?" "Nothing,
mum," was the answer. "I know bet-

ter." said the teacher severely : " now
tell me what it was." Johnny looked
frightened as he stutteringly said, "I

I yer
out mum." The teacher sat down sud-
denly and arranged things.

The Woodkok. The woodkok iz ov
them kind ov birds who kan git up
from the ground with about az much
whizz, and about az bizzy az a fire
cracker, ana ny away as crooKed az a
korkscrew. They feed on low, wet
lands, and only eat the most delikate
things. They run their tungs down
into the soft earth, and gather tender
and tiny food. They hav a long, slen-
der bill, and a rich brown plumage,
and when they light on the ground yu
loose sight ov them az quick az yu do
ov a drop ov water when it falls into a
mill-pon- d. The fust thing yu generally
see ov a woodkok .iz a whizz, and the
last thing iz a whirr. How sc many ov
them iz killed on the wing iz a mystery
to me, for it iz a quicker job than
snatching pennys oph a red-ho- t stove.
I hav shot at them often, but i never
heard ov my killing one or them yet.
They are one ov the game birds, and
menny good judges think they are the
most elegant vittles that wear feathers.
Josh Billing.

The Patridoe. Tlie patridge iz
also a game bird. Their game iz tow
drum on a log in the spring ov the year,
and keep both eyes open, watching the
sportsmen.

Patridges are shot on the wing, and
are az easy to miss az a ghost iz.

It iz phun enuff to see the old bird
hide her yung brood when danger iz
near. This must bo seen ; it kant be
described and make enny boddy believe
it.

The patridge, grouse, and pheasant
are cousins, and either one ov them
straddle 0 gridiron natural enuff to hav
bin born thare.

Take a couple ov yung patridges aud
pot them down, and serve up with the
right kind ov chorus, and they beat the
ham sandwich yu buy on the Camden
and Amboy railroad 87 J per cent.

I hav eat theze lamenatble Xu Jersey
ham sandwich, and must say that I pre-

fer a couple ov bass-woo- d chips, soaked
in mustard-wate- r, and stuck together
with Spalding's glue. on ft idling.

Best.
The Ordinary Knlt ot Health.

A man who observes the ordinary
rules of health and is careful every day
that he obeys the demand of his body
for exercise and the requirements of
his mind for relaxation will not only
stand a large amount work, but will
continue to a good old age to fulfill the
duties of life. Men break down in mid-

dle life not because they are over-

worked but on account of their igno-

rance of the imperative demands of
their physical system. In some cases
it is not ignorance of these demands
but wilfull neglect of their duty to
themselves. Not long sin.'e a mer-

chant, hearty and appirently strong,
was taken ill, and his doctor pronoun-
ced it a case of over work. Perhaps the
doctor thought so, but if he had in-

quired closely into the habits of the pa-

tient he would have found that it was
not over worK, but gross abuse of him-

self. Confined in a close apartment
ten hours a day in the business season,
eating trash at cheap restaurants, or
not eating at all during the daytime,
at night making a late meal, retiring to
bed with a load of indigestible food, to
wake tip in the morning feeling heavy
and seeking relief by some invigorating
cordial, the merchant finally yielded to
these personal assaults, and the doc
tor pronounced it a case of over work.

Men do not guage themselves as they
should. The engineer who would at
tempt to carry a hundred pounds of
steam when he knew his boilers were
only guaged for seventy would be pro-
nounced an idiot, but sensible men to-

day are carrying a pressure which their
common sense should tell them is not
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only above the limits of their brain
power, but is beyond the average of or-
dinary men. When they break they go
to pieces mentally and live sad monu-
ments of the folly of men who will not
obey what is almost intuitively taught
by the very body which they injure. It
is more remarkable than we see these
instances of failure aud yet heed not the
example. We think we are to be ex
empt from such results, but each day
the story is told again and again.

Instances are not rare of men who
appear to lead an industrious life, and
rarely know sickness. They work hard,
but do not appear to be over worked.
When you meet such a case if you will
inquire closely you will find that he is
a man who takes his meals regularly,
has his seven or eight hours' sleep, does
not overeat, is not intemperate in the
use of anything, and takes his rest as
he goes along. We are like locomo-
tives. We need oiling all the time, not
once a week or once a month. When
yon overheat a locomotive by overuse,
you take the temper out of it, and it is
used up. It is the same with men, wo
men and children, When shall we grow
wise ?

Transatlantic Baloonin?.
From the Boston Fost.l

Probably no one who has heard of
the inebriate who went hon e late and
waited for the bed to come round to him
ever supposed that his identical princi-
ple of locomotion would be taken up
to be utilized in making the aerial pas-
sage of the Atlantic. But unless Prof.
Wise, the prince of aeronauts, has suc-

ceeded in making himself very much
misunderstood, that is the precise plan
that is at the present timecoiling and un
coiling its springs in its head, and lie
fondly anticipates the pleasure of ma j

king practice out of this theory on the
occurrence of the centennial at Phila- -
dplnhia. Tf he should succeed in this '

pretty miracle, science and the centen- -

ary would ever after be twined in the
historical recollection. The professor
found a liberal lack of faith in his pro-

ject in this community, owing to causes
over which no balloonist could well be
expected to liave control. Our city au-

thorities were on other things inclined,
and for aeronauts had no mind. It was
a sort of warning to them to behold how
very dear gas had become. They felt
that they had too loud calls for service
on the earth to think just now of going
" up in a balloon." And remembering
Vienna might be seen in its confusion
of commissioners and chaos of contri-
butions, with quite as much certainty
by stepping on board a steamer at our
wharves, they prudently conclu-
ded to let Vienna and balloons go
their own gait for the present, and try
to lift the pressure of matters from the
shoulders of the community. So that
if Prof. Wise is allowed to demonstrate
his neat rotatory theory at all, he will
have the lasting satisfaction of hitching
it on to the centenary occasion, of
which, indeed, it will by no means be
unworthy if a success. The aeronaut's
idea is that there is a belt in space above
the atmospheric and gravitation influ-

ences of the earth which he can easily
reach, and where he can subsist until
such time as the planet revolves suffi-

ciently to bring his balloon over Eu-

rope,
j

and then he will come down and
illustrate in a new way " the descent of
man."

Like the problem of perpetual mo-

tion it is a perfectly suro thing as soon
as the controlling element in it is fairly
laid hold of and secured. Once har
ness that into the plan, and no doubt
the work is accomplished. Get the per-
petual feature into the motion conum- -

drum, and it is as plain as your hat.
So if the professor can once get above
the reach of the law of gravitation, and
manage to keep alive up there without
any of the ordinary sublunary incon-

veniences, he may drop at length into
the lap of Europe and embodied tri-

umph of aerial navigation. Of courso,
it would be presumptuous to question
his ability to scale those heighths of
space where the annoying atmospheric
currents are not allowed to play even at
their base. It may be as well to con-

cede at once that ho can manage the
problem of the upper currents as easi-

ly as tho pastry cook haudbs the upper
crust ; for there are no laurels of very
striking verdure to be won, even in cut-reasoni-

him on that well-bor- n field.
But when it comes to that "eastward
Irift " of which he speaks with such
scientific confidence, he has clearly
struck a vein of which a good many
persons will insist that they know as
much as he does. It is a pretty idea,
nevertheless, that of remaining poised
above the earth until it has turned over
a certain distance, and then dropping
down three thousand miles away, and
in the exact spot desired. It may an-

swer to style it crossing the Atlantic,
but the voyager will have had no more
experience of the Atlantic than of the--

Pacific. If sick at that latitude, could
it be called legitimate sea-sicknes-s?

The experiments suggests, however, a
variety of ideas, one of wlrch is that,
in case of hostilities with European
powers, by contriving a catapult of suf
ficient projectile energy, shells and such
might be sent up to that particular
point in space of which Professor Wise
speaks, and held there until the nation
comes under for which they were in- - ;

tended. The gas bill for this centenary
balloon may thus be a low for the reva- - j

lations it would draw after it.

The French are the court-player- s of
the dear Lord. French history some- -

times seems to me like a great comedy
which is being performed for the j

amusement of all mankind. Ieine. j

When we read we fancy we could be j

martyrs ; when we come to act we find
we cannot bear a provoking word.

Hannah Moore. '

X LOOK! X
The pencil marks you see around this

paragraph (thus) mean that your sub-scrij)ti- or

is out or unpaid, and that
you ai requested to pay up at once.
We would take great pleasure in extend-
ing credit to our friends and patron?
but cash alone will pay expense?, and
we are forced to adhere, to a strict oa.sh
role. We hope you will comprehend
and apxreciate the necessity of such a
course, and renew your subscription
without delay. We solicit your favor.

SIT We enter no new names on our
books without the money iu advi' ce.

HAPPY THOUGHTS.

If tott want to know whether a treo
is hollow or not, ax it.

To make a joke go the rounds Send
it to a circus-clow- n.

He alone has energy that cannot lo
deprived of it. Layatcr.

OrR enemies are our outward con-

science. Shakcspca re.
How can a man see the point of a

joke when he is the butt ?

Some put out their tubs to catch soft
water when it rains hard.

The secret of fashion is to surprise,
never to disappoint. Etrficcr.

When is a man likely to be dono
brown ? When his friends toast him.

The hearing of the grammar class is
always parse-tim-e to the teacher.

Thought is the wind, knowledge the
sail, and mankind the vessel. 1arc.

Indepenoence, like honor, is a rocky
island without a beach. Napoleon.

Even the weakest man is strong
enough to force his convictions.
Goethe.

All men would be masters of each
other, and no man is lord of himself.
Goethe.

Take away ambition and vanity, and
where will be your heroes and patriots ?

Seneca.
Repose and cheerfulness are tho

badge of the gentlemau repose iu en- -

ergy. Emerson.
Love labor, for if thou does not want

it for food, thou mayst for physic.
William I'cnn.

Here is the newest floral sentiment :

If you wish for heart e, don't look
to mari-gol- d.

Learning without thought is labor
lost ; thought without learning is peri-

lous. Confucius.
Predominant opinions are generally

the opinions of that generation that is
vanishing. Disraeli.

Laughter is one of the very pvivi- -

leges f reason. being confined to tho
human species. Leigh Hunt,

'Tis the Drivilecre of human nature
above brutes to love those who diso-

blige us. Anfonius.
A laugh to be joyous must flow front

a joyous heart, for without kindness
there can be no true joy. Carfgle.

They have destroyed the beaten
track to Heaven ; we aro now compelled
to make for ourselves ladders. Joul rt.

What is the difference between a
sailor and a beer-drinke- r? One puts
his sail up, and the other puts his ale
down.

They asked Lucman, tho fabulist,
From whom did you learn manners ?

He answered, From tlie unmannerly.
Saadi.

We should accustom the mind to
keep the best company by introducing it
only to the best books. Sydney Smith.

It is almost impossible to state any
truth strongly without seeming conflict
with some other truths. Emr-rmm-.

I look upon death to be as necessary
to our constitutions as sleep. We shall
rise refreshed in the morning. Frank-
lin.

Virtue does not give talents, but it
supplies their place. Talent neither
give virtue nor tmpply the place of it.
Chinese jtroverb.

The following sentence of only thirty-fou- r

letters contain all the letters in the
alphabet : John quickly extemporize
five tow-bag- s.

As Acruntenance is made beautifully
by the soul shining through it, so the
world is beautiful by the shining
through it of God. Jacohi.

We paint our lives iu fresco. The
soft and fusile plaster of the moment
hardens under every stroke of tlie
brush into eternal rock. Stirling

There is no policy like politeness,
and a good manner is the best thing in
tho world eiiher to get a good name or
to supply the want of it. JJufu't-r- .

Malice and uncharitableness as often
consist in the vivid remembrance of tlie
pang inflicted as in that of the blow
which caused it. Afi Thnt-kery- .

There is a limit to enjoyment, though
tho sources of wealth ba boundh s ;

and the choicest pleasures of real life
lie within the ring of moderation.
Tupjwr.

An Irishman who could not make out
of his doctor's prescription "A tea-

spoon every two hours," swallowed two
teaspoons, and never had to call in that
doctor again.

I consider that the spirit of polite-
ness is a certain desire to bring it.

alout, that, by our words ami manners,
others may be pleased with us an--

with themselves. Moid so 'nit.
A man named Dimlop remarked that

he had never heard his name punned
upon, and did not believe it could be
done. Therein nothing in the world
so easy, sir, remarked a punster. Just
lop off half the name, and it is Dun.

Truth has no gradation ; nothing
which admits of increase can be so much
what it is, as truth is truth. There may
be a strange thing, and a thing more
strange. But if a proposition is true
there can bo none more true. Johnson.

Nickel. Within the past three years,
more especially since the discovery of

practical methods for electro-platin- g

with nickel, the demand for this metal

has greatly increased, and its price has
advanced. It lias risen from $1 to .'! 7.".

per pound, and its expense has become
so great that a substitute for it in the
art is now sought. A good substitute,

fuund iu the nietultit is stated, may
Dr. Percy, in n letter to

mangan-s- e.

the London Times, states that twenty

years ago he made an alloy, in which
manganese wk used in place f m'clu-1- ,

and the resemblance of the alloy to the
ordinary German silver was perfect.

Copper 75 per cent., manganese 'IT, per

cent, makes an alloy resembling Ger-

man silver, and better in its qualities.

He who follows truth carries his ttar
in his brain.


